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Introduction and Background 

This summary traffic study is presented as part of the development application referred to as HG 
Ministries Youth Camp for the location shown on the cover page (North of Vernonia, Columbia County, 
Oregon). 

Nehalem Highway also known as Oregon Route 47 is an Oregon state highway that runs between 
the Willamette Valley, near McMinnville, and the city of Clatskanie which traverses several highways of 
the Oregon state highway system.  

The primary access to the site is off Highway 47 (Nehalem Hwy North about halfway between Milepost 
51 and 52 and about 10 miles north of the town of Vernonia). 

 

Proposed Development 

When Completed the proposed development will add a part-year youth camp for up to about 350 
people which will consist of about 315 youth (pupils) guests, and about 35 staff including counselors, 
teachers, and some parents on the 74.62 acres site (East Portion 47.89 acres & West portion 26.73 
acres). The proposed site plan is shown in Figure 1. When completed, it is intended to include up to 12 
cabins, and a gathering place for meals and activities which will primarily be on the east side of 
Highway 47. 

 

Figure 1  Site Layout and Access 
 

There is an existing house on the west side of the highway which will remain in place and will very 
likely be used by the family taking care of the site year-round.  
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The purpose of this study is to assess the potential traffic impact of the proposed development on the 
adjacent Road as well as the new site access (See proposed site plan). 
 
 
Existing Conditions 
  
Highway 47 (Nehalem Highway) near Milepost 51/52 carries about 1,024 Average Daily Traffic (ADT).  
This information is based on data obtained from Oregon Department of Transportation Traffic Volume  
Tables for State Highways 2024, Site ID 3049. This daily volume is for both directions combined. 
The estimated AM/PM Peak for this type of low volume rural highway is about 100 peak hour trips for 
both directions and about 50 trips per direction. 
 
There has not been any significant or measurable change in character, land use or traffic flow on 
Highway 47 north of the town of Vernonia in recent years, and it is expected to remain the same. 
 
A review of the most recent 5-year crash history available between Mile Post 51-52 did not show any 
crashes. 
 
The roadway is paved and in good condition, striped as No Passing, and about 22-24 feet wide. There 
is a slight dip north of the proposed access which does not hinder the line of sight to the north (~520 
Feet). The line of sight to the south is about 385 feet due to a gradual horizontal curve as well as 
overgrown vegetation which can improve the sight distance to 420-430 feet with some vegetation 
removal. 
 
The road is unposted (Basic Rule) and typical estimated 85th percentile speed (measured using radar 
gun) operating speed during the site visit (January 28, 2026, Cloudy with light rain) was consistently 
under 43-45 mph. 
 
 
Traffic Analysis and Trip Generation (Based on Full Development) 
 
When fully built it is envisioned that the primary use of the site will be during summer season (6 to 8 
weeks) annually with most camp young attendees will be primarily driven to the site using School buses. 
 
The site will consist of the following uses: 

Use Area (Square Feet) 

One Lodge  14,000 SF 
    Dining Hall 3,595 
    Sanctuary 3,906 
    Kitchen 1,287  
    Classrooms 1,638 
    Hallway 890 
    Bathrooms 1,638 
    Storage Room 435 
Courtyard 7,356 
Cabins, Sleeping Houses, Gazebos 21,972 
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Site Access/Site Plan 

The proposed access point to the site will be about 150 feet south and opposite the existing access 
where the existing house (Caretaker) is located on the west side of the highway. There are no other 
roads, driveways or access points to other properties within 1000 feet of the proposed site access on 
either approach. 
 

 

Figure 2 A  Site Access on Highway 47 (Looking South ~ 385 Feet Line of Site) 

 

Figure 2 B  Site Access on Hwy 47 Looking North  Over 520 Feet Line of Site 
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Study Roadways and Site Trip Generation 

Based On Section 1450 of the Columbia County Zoning Ordinance, the proposed development trip 
generation will be below the threshold set and defined for daily (400 daily trips) and peak hour trips 
(25 or more hourly trips). The site trip generation was conservatively estimated based on the proposed 
trip ends to and from the site. 

The latest ITE Trip Generation Manual (12th Edition) was reviewed, and no similar use is listed, 
therefore the worst-case scenario is presented below (Table 2) to demonstrate the maximum possible 
trip generation to and from the site including the existing house at fully built out. 

There is ample onsite parking to accommodate the daily trips during youth camp operation. 

While the hours of operation may be from dawn to dusk, there will be little to no trips arriving or 
leaving during AM or PM peak hours. The majority, if not all trips to the site are anticipated after 9 AM 
or after 6 PM. 

 

Table 2  Projected Trip Generation 

 Trip Generator Daily Trips 
(in/out) 

AM Peak * 
(in) 

PM Peak * 
(out) 

Comments 

Existing House 11 1 1 U 
Unchanged 

Youth (8 School Buses max) 16 2 2 Typically, 4-6 Busses 
Employees/Staff/Counselors 40 5 5 Mostly outside AM/PM Peak 
Deliveries/Services 2   No delivery during peak hours 
Misc. other  5 1 1  
Total 74 9 9  

(*) - Most trips (Ingress/Egress) will occur outside of AM/PM Peak hours 

 
Trip Distribution 

It is expected that all the traffic will travel to and from the site from south toward Town of Vernonia 
and beyond. There is no or very little traffic expected to arrive from the north. 

 

Parking  

Columbia County Zoning Ordinance, Section 1416 proscribes minimum parking requirements for 

listed in the foregoing list shall have the requirements of the listed use or uses deemed equivalent by 

Additionall
 408 

parking spaces. However, the campers will arrive and depart from the property via shared bus, and 
employees will carpool use the camper buses. As such, the project includes 14 parking spaces and 1 
ADA parking spaces. Additionally, the project includes a 24,027 square foot overflow parking area, 



6 | Page - Traffic Analysis, ETRC, LLC - HG Ministeries Youth Camp

which will be used for the proposed limited events. This parking will satisfy project needs. Additionally, 
to ensure that no parking occurs along Highway 47, the project applicant will request that ODOT place 

Sight Distance

Sight distance evaluation and assessment were made at the proposed site access (Site visited on 
January 28, 2026). The gently rolling topography along the Highway 47 adjacent to the proposed 
project site consisting of straight roadway alignment, occasional minor horizontal and vertical curves 
near the site pose no challenge or restrictions. The applicant will remove a few recently overgrown 
vegetation and maintain all vegetation along the frontage of the property at least 15 feet back from the 
edge of the roadway.

The sight distance measurement will be based on an eye height of 3.5 feet and an object height of 3.5
feet above the road; and assumed to be 10 feet from the near edge of pavement to the front of a 
stopped vehicle, (actual measurement is taken 15 feet from pavement edge) Per AASHTO Standards.
Stopping Sight distance at the new driveway will be about 385 feet to the south and about 520 feet to 
the north.
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Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
Based on the findings of the traffic memorandum documented in this summary report, the proposed 
development can be developed while maintaining acceptable levels of operation and safety on the 
surrounding transportation system and site access based on applicable Columbia County Zoning 
Ordinance.  
 
In order to clearly define the right-of-way, the applicant must install a standard Stop Sign at the exit 
driveway before entering Highway 47 and remove and maintain any vegetation that might block the 
line of site in either direction now or in  
the future. 














